SARTUC AND ATUC
STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT
ON THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

THE South Asia Regional Trade Union Coun@GARTUC?) and the ASEAN Trade Union Council
(ATUC?) issue this statement of commitment and resmensurehe effective implenentationof the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developmeamd the Sustainable Development Goals;

ACHIEVING SustainableDevelopmentGoal 8 --A Pr omot e Sustai ned, Il ncl us
Economic Growth, Full and Productive Employment amdddt Workd r  Ais the€ORE FOCUS
of this commitment.

EXPRESSgraveconcern ovedisregard of the principles of tripartite consultation as enshrined in ILO
Convention 144 manifested ltfie noninclusion of trade unions bsespective governments the
planning, implementing, monitoring and reportipgpcesses othe SustainableDevelopmeniGoals
(SDGs)

APPREHENSIVE of theglaringdecent work deficits in the region characterized by:

o anunemployment rate adround 4.2 per cewf all workers in Asia Pacifiandvulnerable
employment affecting almost half of all workerdlire region or morethan 900 million men
and women, thereby pushing precarious employment and labour migration;

0 400 million people in extreme poverty and biion in moderate povertground 10%
workers in Asia Pacific (174 million workers) in extreme poverty with less than $ 1.9 per
person peday;17% workers in the region with less than $ 3.10

o0 rising income and wealth inequaliyanincreaseof over S5grcentage points in the last 20
years (http://www.unescap.orggjne percent owns 70 percent of

0 gender pay gap in Asia Pacificli®0 to 67 (WEFand* s hoc ki ng i nequalities
education, the labour market and security

o highincidence of informality which continues to challenge prospects of further reduction in
working poverty, especially in Southern and Se#stern Asia. Informality affects close to
90 per cent or more of all workers in Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, IndphBsinmar and
Nepal (Vorld Employment and Social Outlook: Trends 2018); and

O unabated att adrkedanglassacsmtion anadcolleative bargaining

1South Asian Regional Trade Union Council (SARTUC) is a regional federation of national level trade unions of South Asia.
Established in 1988, SARTUC exists to unite the workeganizedn the free and democratic trade unions of the South

Asia region and to afford a means of consultation and collaboration between member trad SARIREC represents

more than 50 million workers igightcountries and territories and has 19 nationaliattfs.

2The ASEAN Trade Union Council (ATUC) as an apex body of 18 national trade union centers and confederations in nine
ASEAN member states (except Brunei) represerdirgg five million workers.


https://global/research/global-reports/weso/2018/WCMS_615594/lang--en/index.htm

TRADE UNION INVOLVEMENT is crucialin the successful achievement of tB630 Agenda at
regional and national le&l

NOTE thattrade unioractions anédvocacies-upholding freedom of association, social dialogue and
collective bargaining, on promotirdgcent work, social protection and the rights of working people,
among others-and the SDGs are mutually reinforcing;

NOTE further that tripartism is an important principle that must be observed by governments in the
development and implementation@&cent Work Country ProgrammeB\(VCP) in most countries in
the region and should be strengthened;

APPRECIATE that the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) hagknowledged the rolef SDGs in economic
and social development;

RECOGNIZE the SDGs shall lead the Member Statesto a sustainable development path,
countriegregionneed tdnvolve the people at large, ensuring active, enthusiastic, and full participation

of the whole countryparticularly organized labour

SARTUC and ATUCpledgeto contributeto the successfuimplementation of SD& andhelp ensure
fito reach the fithestb e h i n dandfthafii 3@ 6o ne wi | |thrdugh followihgtactitne:h i n d o

1. Strengthenhe voice of labour through awareneagsing and capacitpuilding of leaders and
focal pointson the SDGs at the national, sidgional, and regional levels

2. Conductresearchor an evidencédasedrade union position on SDGs;

3. Call on governments, wit the assistance of tHeO to convenetripartite meeting at the
national level tdhasterprocesses and implementation of the SDGs;

4. Undertake joint capaigns and events to influendecisionmakers to support SDGs afat
governments téulfill commitmentsas Member States of the UN and the ILO

5. ITUC AP affiliates to take initiative to bringboutunified trade unioractions in support dhe
SDGs, patrticularlpnthe ILO and ITUC AFdentified priority Goals and Targets;

6. Ensure uniomarticipation inglobal, regional, and natiohprocesses of the UN contributitg
the follow-up and monitoring of the SDGs

7. Build trade union capacitior effective involvemenin nationalUnited Nations Development
Assistance FrameworkJNDAF) processes

8. Ensure that thBWCP,which highlights the critical role of unions and other social pariigers
used as basis for the developmenprogramme for workers in tHéNDAF;

9. Build the capacity of trade union national focal points, including woamehyouthon SDGs
implementation, monitoring, reportindata collection and analysis using the ILO Trade Union



Reference Manual on th2030 Agenda on Sustainable Developmend the ITUC AP
monitoring and reporting template;

10. Campaign for ratification folLO Core Conventiongparticularly C87 and C98Migrant
Labour @nventiors (Nos. 97 and 143)and Domestic Workers Convention (N&9) and
promote the use d£O Recommendatioho. 204concerning the Transition from the Informal
to the Formal Economy;

11. Reconcile the DWCP, niahal development plans and SQGs

12. Coordinate and cooperate with governments, the SAARC, the ASEAN, ASEAN Confederation
of Employers (ACE) and SAARChambermnf Commerce and Industry (SAARC CQi the
SDG processes and implementation

13. Establish aJoint SARTUCGATUC Knowledge SharingPlatform onSDGs information and
campaigs;

14. Establish a structure consisting of SARTUC and ATUC, in cooperatidn [iWitC AP and
ILO, to ensureimplementation and monitoring of these commitmeimsiuding quarterly
assessment meetingsd

15. Seektechnicaland financiakupportandengagement witcconomic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacifi(ESCAP, ITUC AP, EiropeanUnion (EU) EuropeanTradeUnion
Council (ETUC) ILO, and other suppodrganizations for trade union actions on the SDGs.

EXPRESSsincereappreciation for the ILO ACTRAWhe ITCILO ACTRAYV, the ITUC APand the
Sri Lanka trade uniorfer the initiative in convening thistimefy Tr ade Uni on Conf erenc
GrowthhEqui t abl e Devel opmen bn2e22 dund2018 m GdlomhdpSri kanka.o r Al |

Adopted orthe 22 of June 2018
Colombo, Sri Lanka

SOUTH ASIAN REGIONAL TRADE UNION COUNCIL (SARTUC)
National Union of Afghanistan Workers and Employees (NUAWE)
Bangladesh Free Trade Union Congress (BFTUC)
Bangladesh Jatyatabadi Sramik Dal (BJSD)

Bangladesh Labour Federation (BLF)
Bangladesh Mukta Sramik Federation (BMSF)
Bangladesh Sanjukta Sramik Federation (BSSF)
Jatio Sramik League (JSL)

Hind Mazdoor Sabha(HMS

Indian National Trade Union Congress (INTUC)

. SelFEmployed Women's Association (SEWA)

. All Nepal Federation of Trade Unions (ANTUF)

. General Federation of Nepalese Trade Unions (GEFONT)

. Nepal Trade Union Congress (NTUC)

. All Pakistan Trade Union Congre§SPTUC)

. Pakistan Workers' Federation (PWF)
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16.
17.
18.

Ceylon Workers' Congress (CWC)
National Trade Union Federation (NTUF)
Sri Lanka Nidahas Sevaka Sangamaya (SLNSS)

ASEAN TRADE UNION COUNCIL (ATUC)
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Cambodian Labour Confederation (CLC)

Cambodian Confederation of&ade Unions (CCTU)

Cambodian Confederation of Unions (CCU)

Konfederasi Serikat Pekerja Indonesia/Confederation of Indonesian Trade Unions (KSPI/CITU)
Konfederasi Serikat Pekerja Seluruh Indonesia/Confederation of All Indonesian Trade Unions
(KSPSI)

Konfedeasi Serikat Buruh Sejahtera Indonesia/Confederation of Indonesian Prosperity Trade
Unions (KSBSI)

Lao Federation of Trade Unions (LFTU)

Malaysian Trade Union Congress (MTUC)

Confederation of Trade UniorsMyanmar (CTUM)

. Federation of Free Workers (FFW)
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Trade Union Congress of the Philippines (TUCP)
Singapore National Trade Union Congress (NTUC)
Labour Confederation of Thailand (LCT)

National Congress of Private Industrial Employees (NCPE)
State Enterprise Workers'’
Thai Trade Wion Congress (TTUC)

Ti mor Lorosa’'e Trade Union Confederation (TLTU
Vietnam General Confederation of Labour (VGCL)

Rel ati on Confederat.



